
L’Eau en chiffres
Sur la planère : 97,5 % Eau de salé.  (1365 Milliard de M3)

2,5% Eau douce (35 Milliard de M3)

De ces 2,5 % :
69% sous forme de glace ou neige

30% en aquifer (roches..)
1% en rivières, lac, zones humides et nappes juse 

sous la surface) est accessible pour l’Homme



L’eau en chiffres



C’est L’Eau de surface qui est indispensable pour 
l’Homme :

Pour la vie et la biodiversité
Eau potable
Accessible pour les Hommes et animaux
Agriculture
Energie, Industrie
Transport
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Fragmentation



Glen Canyon Dam, Colorado River
USA, (1957 -1964)



2013 : Worldwide more then 45 000 large dams   
( > 15 m high)

Out of Europe (China not complete)
Europe (continent)

Renewal of concessions (lisence)



Use of dams worldwide 
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Europe: 
5.000  large 
dams 
(mostly Run of 
Hydropower 
stations and 
reservoirs) 



 Belgrad – September 2015       Roberto Epple  ERN – Loire Vivante

Map by  ERN France, 
© Roberto Epple
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Quelques combats « phare » en Europe

•1950 Tigne (construction dun grand barrage dans les alpes),    
•1984-86 Danube (entre Vienne et Budapest)   
•1985-1994 Loire Vivante ( contre un aménagement global),
•1996 Debut des combats pour l’effacement de barrages
•2000 Ebro vivante §(Détournement de l’Eau
•2002 Elbe Vivante
•2014 Debut du combat pour l’Eau (disponibilté raréfication)  
exemple Sievens
•2020 Non aux Bassines (Saint Soline) 
•2022 Détournement d’Eau de la Loire vers l’Ardèche) 



1960-1980 L’AGONIE DES FLEUVES ER 
RIVIERES

1980- jusqu’à ce jour : les combats des 
citoyens

2000 Des lois de l’Europe pour protéger l’Eau

Depuis 2020 les fleuves et rivières von mieux 



Quelques images des combats 



Alqueva Dam in Portugal , under construction, 1999 

Copyright European Rivers Network (ERN) Roberto Epple  
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Flooded Village, Yeza Reservoir  in Spain (1998). Now it is planned to highten the dam 

 Copyright ERN Roberto Epple



 Huge demonstrations against national Spanish Hydro plan (Ebro Diversion)

10.000 persons in Brussels, 300.000 in Barcelona..  Copyright European Rivers Network (ERN) Roberto Epple 



Endangered Village Hasankeyf, Turkey (Ilsu Dam Project) 2000,  Tigris River, 

UNESCP Worldheritage, Copyright European Rivers Network (ERN) Roberto Epple
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This is the story of this little fish 

(Sam) logo of a large citizen 

mouvement … Belgrad – September 2015       Roberto Epple  ERN – Loire 
Vivante
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… which is saving the 

Loire River  since 1989 . . . 



The Loire River Basin :
main River : 1012 km long, the 
basin 
covers 20 % of France (130 000 
km2)
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 Paris© ERN Roberto 
Epple N

…a large river basin in one single 

country. . . 











… Home of the last wild Salmon

 (Salmo Salar) in Europe . . . 

© ERN - Logrami  Belgrad – September 2015       Roberto Epple  ERN – Loire Vivante



Villerest Dam , Loire, France (one of the 3 remainig large dams)  © SOS Loire Vivante
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… only 3 large dams in the whole 

basin. .



Large demonstration AGAINST Loire Dams in Le Puy , 1989, 10 000 people ©© Roberto Epple / ERN
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1989, Le Puy, 

small city : 10 

000 in the 

streets











Coming of Prince Phillippe, President of WWF 
international : He sead : Vive la Loire Sauvage !   (Wild 
Loire) to Mr. Mitterand



5 year long non violent occupation of 
the first planned dam « Serre de la 

Fare » (1989 – 1994)





The Water Walk from the 
spring to the estuary (1000 
km)
All © SOS Loire Vivante







Salmon caravan following the  real salmons 
from the estuary to the springs





Champagne  Champagne !!!!



    The old classical River 

managenement model . . . 

to build dams everywhere, chanalizing rivers, 

disturbing the floods plains, polluting 

allover, dredging without any attention to 

the minor bed, associated with a 

generalised ignorance of this policy's 

consequences and with the total lack of 

governance. . . 

       . . . was replaced by its

 “opposite” . . .



 Belgrad – September 2015       Roberto Epple  ERN – Loire Vivante

…in stead of more dams, we have 

less dams in the Loire River 

basin. . . 



1997 Maison rouge dam removal 



Saint Etienne 
de Vigan dam, 
Allier River 
(Loire 
tributary),   
17 m  
 Copyright SOS Loire Vivante



Saint Etienne de Vigan dam, 25 june  1997     17 h 
00



Minutes later



6 months 
later



Soon (2016) 
Reconfiguration of the 

Poutès dam, Allier River 
(Loire basin), 

CentralnMassiv, France
20 m high, partially to 

dismantel,
Construction of a 
removable gate



Vézins Dam (Sélune River, Normandie, France), to be dismanteld in 
2021 . The largest (volume) ever dismanteld dam in the world 
(36m / 278 m) 
Copyright Roberto Epple /J.P. Doron

../../../../../..//C/%255CUsers%255Cbgeenen%255CDesktop%255CDams%255Cextraits_explosion_stetiennevigan_high.mov
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